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Fairey Tale

Jetf Fairey builds spec houses in Lakewood that look as though they've been
there for almost a century. Meet the irascible genius behind Vintage Place.

U CHRISTINE ROGERS  hateguphy by ROBERT PEACOCK

BUILT MORE THAMN 100 vears ago, the east Dhallas
neighborhood of Lakewood exudes storybook
charm, with many of the onginal old Tudor and
Spamsh revival houses soll standing. Covered tor its
wanderful architecture, Takewood is considered an
ideal place toeraise a family. Except for the small clos-
ets. And outdated waringAnd cracking foundations.
While theold homes are worth fighting for (just aslk
any lomglime Lakewood resident living next door oo
a McMansion), we could do without the old home
headaches, thankyvouverymuch, Therein lies the
cormmdrum: Benovate thesé cruombling old warhorses
or tear. them down and start over?

Enter builder Jeff Fairey, who may have struck the
perfect balance beoween old and new wath an innova-
tive, 13-home development called Vintage Place, Built
on 4 acres of previously undeveloped land in the heart
of Lakewood off Bob O Link Drive, Vintage Place
lools as though ic might have been established 90

vears earlier. No wonder, since it ermulares the diverse,
eclectic architectural styles created by noted architect
.0, Hursell in the 1920s, Huoesell, who baile hun-
dreds of homes in Lakewood and most of the prand
showstoppers along Lakewood Boulevard, s credited
with giving the neighborhood i signature quirky,
old-warld look. In facr, Hursell turns our 1o be Jeff
Fairey’s personal muse. He even owns a Huisell-
designed home, which he reats our, and has managed
to accumulate much of the Hutsell archives from
which he bases his designs.

“Tve always been inspired by the orginal archi-
tecture in Lakewood but have waneed to bring mod-
ern-day functionalicy to them,” says Lairey, who
shucked off an unhappy career in accounting in 19490
tor restore old houses, a latent passion. [t wasn't hard
finding clients; people loved their old homes and went
tor great lengths to preserve them. “People hired me to
renovate and restore parts of cheir homes, but it =

ABOVE (LEFT TO RIGHT): Fairay combines architectural sccents, such as this cupola and multicolorad slate roof, to farm
iz signatura style, An antiaue aiass and Iren lentern and a faux-finish wood door frame the entrance to a Vintage Place
Tudor. 4 modifled Tudar incorporates cedar garage doors and supoort beams.

COPPOSITE PAGE: Multiple brlck pattems and stained glass and divided lite windows provide architeckural inborest {or this

Vintgoe Place Tudor.
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A-Soup Nazi approach to
home design isn’t for everyone,

but Fairey doesn’t build Vintage Place houses for everyone.

Just those who understand and appreciate what he’s trying to

accomplish and who are willing to let him have the final say.

ABOYE: Fairay enlisked the help of a period color expert to choose the green, brown, and beige tones 1o match the red brick of
this Craftsman-style home an Vanderbiit Avenuve, Reproduction lanternz and divided lite windows complete the vintage look.

meant having to tear out stained glass, vintape wood-
waork, and other cool fearures,™ Fairey says. “They had
no complaints with the old-home looks, just how they
funcrioned.™ Market demand for new construction and a
personal passion for Huesell's Gatsby-era architecture
inspired Fairey to change cowrse cight vears ago, leaving
behind restoraton and focusing entircly on building from
the ground up. The challenge then for Fairey was how o
combine accurate, historic architecture stvles with the
kind of modern amenities thar people have come 1o
EXpECty e

The answer, as it ourns our, 15 contained within a fat,
“owner's manual™ in a 4-inch binder. This binder serves
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not only as the design and building agreement between
Fairey and the buver, bur also as the building specs for a
ssmphony of specialty subcontractors, and includes
architecrural drawings for the home all the way down to
its custom-made cabinets, *Jeff 15 very deliberate. He
kunows what he wanrs, all the way down to the nuts and
bolts.. literally,” says metal smith Ken Beasley of Beasley
Metal Art, who has worked wich Fairey on many of his
projects, The binder also includes clevation plans and
shows every detail of the home, from door hinges to color
palette to front garden annuals, “Most builders only kind
of care about things like how a certain tile will Tay. Jeff
definitely cares,” savs design consulrant and designer ==

HOWSE COURTESY OF YINTAGE PLACE HOMES

o dhomenndgarden.com



Vintage Place Homes combine
old-world details with modern day amenities.

Old-World Details

« Extarior brick the exact size
and color of 1920s-1930s
Lakewood homes

= Antigue and custom-made
tile throughout

» Rewired and restored vintage

light fixtures

Built-in cabinets that resemble

furniture of the period such as

a laundry chute masquerading

as an antique hallway end takble

* Custom-made stained glass
windows in keeping with the
style of the home

« Custom cast stone mantels in
Spanish Mission homes

= Yaulted beveled ceilings with
appropriate moldings

« Exposed, worn-looking cedar
beams in Tudor homes

+ Established-loocking
landscaping, roofs, and
driveways in keeping with each
home's style

+« Custom floor tile patterns
appropriate to each homea's style

* Spanish-inspired ceramic sink
bowls in Spanish Mission homes

-

Modern Amenities

« Double vanities on tall counters

* Easy-to-clean granite
countertops and sinks

* Wide, open staircase (personal
favorite: wrought-iron baby gate
that matches the railing)

» Custom-designed and stained
kitchen cabinetry designed to
hide modern-day appliances
such as the microwave

* Walk=in closets in all bedrooms

* Large utility rooms

» Ample storage

« Two-car garages
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ABOVE (CLOCKWISE FROM LEFTY: A Maditarranean-style hause in Vintage Place is topped with a distinctive muiti-colored
ceramie tile roaf. Custom wrought-iron details appear everywhere from exterior doors to stair rallings and lioht fiztures. The
extarior of this Meditervanean-style house features cast stona pillars, an antique lantern over the doorway, hand-painted tile inset
into the stucco, and a custom stained alass wincow. Vintage Place homes are known for thair historical bouches, such as this

masaic Carrara marble address marker,

Wm. Chase Corker. “T'll get enhancements to my sleetches
at 3 a.m. on a Friday might.”

Fach binder is the result of a six-month research
mission by Fairey amd his team 1o uncover the precise
rmterials, designg, textures, and colors used in the era of

i home stvle they're recreating, often nsing Hutsells origl-
. nal plans and photographs, given to ham by Huesell’s
davghrer, Madeleine Boedecker, Fairey and his team also
scour period magarines and consult with period experts
rr verify details, then coneract wich specialists 1o manu-
facture unique designs. Suffice it to say, most builders
don’t devote the time or interest to such exhavstive and
expensive work, An average home i Vincage Place costs
between $1.1 million and 51.3 million. Architect Clay
Melson opines that we've traded in old-world crafmman-
ship for efficiency. “In the "20s and *30s, even warehouses
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got architcctural attention, Today, its just about keeping
the rain our. But Jeff is a renaissance buildee He knows
the craft of construction and combines it with the vision
of a designee”

Such ohsession has garnered Fairey a reputation for
being difficult, {Despite our repeated attempis o photo-
graph him far this story, he refused.) He doesn't deviate
from the 4-inch binder, and subele negotations on details
such as materials and cven color preferences just don't
happen. It's all or nothing, and he’s not opposed o
dismissing a potential client who trics to assert contral,
Tor this, Fairey is unapologeric: “The level of complexicy
to which we design ow homes is next to impossible to
properly communicate with potential buyers, so T have
chosen to just build them according to my vision and
hope buyers come.™
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Whian discussing the aTchitec—
ture of Lakewood, it's
impassible not Lo mention
Clifford Hutsell's contribution,
Without ary formal training, the
self-taughl architect (and
mentor from afar 1o Jeff Fairey)

“Owning one of Jeff Fairey’s
homes is a great experience.

He definitely takes great pride in every detail of his homes.??
- NANCY WEAVER

HUTSELL COURTESY OF MAGELINE BEODECKER; HALLWAY AMD LIVING ROOM COURTESY OF VINTAGE PLACE HOMES

A Soup Nazi approach to home design
isn’t for everyone, buc Fairey doesn’t build
Vintage Place houses for evervone. Just
those who understand and appreciate what
he’s trying to accomplish and who are will-
ing to let him have the final say, MNancy
Weaver, who owns a home in Vintage
Place, puts it like this: “Owning one of Joff
Fairey’s homes is a grear experience. e
definitely takes grear pride in every detail of
his homes,™ Fairey wanted us to make sure
we were clear thar this all or nothing
method applies only o his Vintage Place
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designs—if vou hire him to build a custom
house from scracch, he claims he’ll be much
more flexible,

If Fairey dictates the details down to the
last hand-wrought hinge, its becanse he's
done the research, and well, you haven't.
“Emestions run high when designing some-
one’s nest, | et that,” “But what
they don’t see s how we ohsess aver every
last detail. From the wash of a cabinet to a
bathroom mirror encasement, We don’
stop until its perfect.™ C.0, Huotsell would
have approved, IO

he says.

*bullt raushly 50 bouses 0 the

Lakewood area between 1926
and 1947 and helped to develop

the shores of easlern White

Rack | ake. fnd like builder Jeff
Fairey, Hutsel was a man of
details. He would often
customizs furriture to match

his hauses! Riviera-style ér;hi—. :

tecture, His trademark Spanish
Eclectic-style houses featured
distingtive chimneys, intricate
metal work, and glazed tiles.
And while the Mediterranean
Iook remains his signature, he
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also dabbled with Tudar
designs later in his career,

—EUGENIE MECARTHY

TOP; &n antigque chan-
delier illuminates a
handcrafted Enalish tile
"ruig” Inset into the
hardwood ficor,

LEFT: The living reom
Inslele this Craftsman-
style house includes a
custam-canhed stalrcase
railing, stainec concrete
floors, and wood
window boxes stalned
uvslng the technique of
Craftsman-styla furniture
maker Gustay Stickley,
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